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George H. Carter for his cooperation and 
sympathy in connection with the work of 
the Joint Committee of Congress. 

The work of cataloging public documents 
and congressional committee hearings was 
then discussed by Messrs. Hastings, 
Hodges and Godard, and Miss Goldberg, 
after which Mr. Hastings made the fol- 
lowing motion, which was unanimously 
carried: 

That for all important hearings some 
form of card should be printed as soon as 
it is believed the hearing is finished, or, 
if the hearing is to continue for some time, 
that an open entry card be printed. 

It was agreed to submit the foregoing 
motion to the proper authorities at Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. Godard said that the superintendent 
of documents had been not only willing 



but anxious to do everything he could 
to assist all libraries in securing docu- 
ments which were accessible for exchange 
and in completing sets. A few years ago 
a valuable volume was published by him, 
giving a check list of government publica- 
tions from the beginning down to 1909, 
and resolution of appreciation for that 
work he thought would be in order. 

Mr. Dullard then offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved, That this Round Table express 
its appreciation to the superintendent of 
documents for the "Check-list of govern- 
ment publications, 1789-1909," and express 
the hope that a suitable index covering 
its contents may be made and published 
at the earliest possible time. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 



STATE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS' ROUND 

TABLE 



The State Library Association Presi- 
dents' Round Table was held in the recep- 
tion room of the Seelbach hotel, Tuesday, 
June 26, under the direction of Miss Alice 
S. Tyler, director of the Western Reserve 
Library School and president of the Ohio 
Library Association. Miss lone Arm- 
strong, president of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation, acted as secretary. Sixteen state 
associations as well as the Ontario Library 
Association were represented. 

In opening the meeting Miss Tyler stated 
the purpose of the round table was to 
discuss the possibilities of cooperation, to 
consider the fundamental questions that 
come up each year, to determine whether 
the districting of the states should be done 
by the state associations or by the state 
commissions, to inquire if it is the func- 
tion of state associations to originate 
legislation, and to advise the affiliation of 
all state associations with A. L. A. 

Mr. Utley asked what the state associa- 
tions expected and most desired as a re- 
turn for affiliation with the A. L. A. He 



suggested the following benefits: The 
funds thus secured had made possible the 
publicity exhibit which is available for 
state meetings, likewise the bookbinding 
exhibit; also a collection of photographs 
and plans of library buildings which may 
be loaned to any state. 

Miss Ahem suggested that the state as- 
sociations arrange the dates of their meet- 
ings so as to avoid conflicts in the same 
general region. This would make it pos- 
sible for speakers to go from one state 
meeting to another. She felt that ar- 
rangements for dates might be left until 
the meeting next year. 

Mr. Bliss of Pennsylvania stated that 
their meetings must be held at a certain 
time. 

Mrs. Thompson of Oklahoma asked for 
suggestions for a library institute. 

Miss Wigginton of Kentucky suggested 
that the A. L. A. act as a clearing house 
for state programs. Mr. Utley stated that 
programs had been furnished when re- 
quested. Attention was called to the fact 
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that such programs appear in Public Li- 
braries and Library Journal. 

Miss Black of Ontario stated that their 
institute programs devoted much space to 
book selection and to rural problems. The 
government pays all expenses of conduct- 
ing these institutes, every library, no mat- 
ter how small, receiving a government 
grant of $250 for this purpose and indi- 
vidual libraries being fined five dollars if 
they fail to send delegates. All expenses 
of delegates to library meetings are paid 
by the government. 

Miss Palmer of North Carolina said their 
three district meetings were held in the 
fall and the state meeting in the spring. 

Miss Fletcher of Vermont said their as- 
sociation received direct aid from the li- 
brary commission. 

In regard to districting the states Miss 



Armstrong stated that the Executive board 
of the Iowa Library Association created 
the districts, and cooperated with the li- 
brary commission in promoting the same. 

Mr. Goodwin of Texas told of the diffi- 
culties of holding state library meetings 
where distances were so great. 

Mr. Peacock of Rhode Island by way of 
contrast gave their time schedules, under 
which they hold three meetings each year, 
working through the state board of educa- 
tion, which pays all expenses. 

Mr. Kerr of Kansas gave an outline of 
their last program, in which "The book" 
was the central theme. 

In closing the discussion Miss Tyler 
strongly urged affiliation with the A. L. A., 
and that each state association should co- 
operate with the A. L. A. in war service. 
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The second annual meeting of the Lend- 
ing Department Round Table was held 
June 23, with an attendance of about two 
hundred. Owing to the unavoidable ab- 
sence of Mr. Chalmers Hadley, Mr. Arthur 
L Bailey took the chair. 

The first paper, entitled "Prompt serv- 
ice," given by Miss Arabel Martin of Min- 
neapolis, touched briefly on a number of 
points of present importance to workers 
in the circulating departments, with the 
object of rousing discussion on these 
points. 

As the title of her paper indicates, Miss 
Martin's first plea was for promptness in 
service — "not a few hours or days after 
the request has been made but at the time 
of the demand. The rapidity and prompt- 
ness with which the work is done can be 
accomplished only with the organization 
by which the department is kept in a state 
of readiness. Prompt service means the 
minimum of red tape. Leave out some of 
it in your rules, open more shelves, lib- 
eralize the allowance of books and the 



time limits, show more books, more per- 
sonality and less library machinery. . . . 
Efficient loan desk help costs more money 
but it is worth it, consequently a good in- 
vestment if it is more costly. . . . Physi- 
cal conditions can be much aided by 
scheduling each assistant to a variety or 
change of work each day. Oftentimes the 
proper adjustment of trays or the height of 
the desk or chair will result in less weari- 
ness; proper light adjustment means 
much. . . . One of the things to be 
righteously hoped for is the establishment 
of a sabbatical year by which each li- 
brarian is given at least six months every 
seventh year with pay. This would give a 
staff daily growing more mature and effi- 
cient, but not necessarily older, on account 
of the natural results of proper rest. 

Other topics touched were, rushing re- 
served books through the bindery; order- 
ing special books on request of patrons; 
Issuing such books before they are cata- 
loged; the use of parcel post; simplified 
registration; and the issuing and receiving 



